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LASER CUTTING
Brand New Metal Fabrication Line

A We can now laser and brake, weld and assemble your small volume parts.

A Need high volume production? Evans’ in house engineers and master tool makers
can design and build dies for your high-volume production.

A We also can produce, run, finish, pack and ship your stampings using our 67 punch
presses ranging from 30 tons to 1000 tons.

A Start to finish, Evans Tool & Die, Inc will handle all your metal project work with
highest standards of quality.

We make great thmgs SO you can build great things.

NG Evans Tool & Die, Inc. a Evans Metal Stamping, Inc.
7 5 157 N. Salem Road NE, Conyers, GA 30013 A (770) 922-3480 A evanstd.com
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PLUIVIBING AND SERVICES
OUR CUSTOMERS ARE OUR PRIORITY
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PLUMEING AN
OUR CUSTOMERS ARE

Proudly Serving
Rockdale County
and Metro Atlanta 1|

i

Give us a call!

(678) 487-8955

Our Customers
Are Our

Full Service Residential Septic Services
and Commercial Plumbing Trenching Services

J\ Consistent Rates from Metro Water Line Repair
- - Atlanta to Lake Country and Replacement

Wy

8%8 vag(ggri\;enagg E4%E www.highpriorityplumbing.com
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= FOLLOW US ONLINE
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Craig W. Johnson, Chairman
2023 Board of Governors

When we celebrate milestone
birthdays or anniversaries, we tend to
get a bit nostalgic. We think about the
days gone by, the people who've impacted
our lives, the ups and downs we've faced,
and we wonder what the future will
bring. We shake our heads and think
how quickly time has flown. We reflect
on our successes, and we struggle to
remember the difficult times as we now
see these experiences as valuable lessons.
We recognize the changes that time has
brought. Time has a way of giving us the
gift of perspective.

Likewise, when we celebrate a
milestone anniversary in the life of a
business, we reflect upon our origins. We
remember the people who shaped our
organization, contributed to our successes,
and guided us throughout the years.

We look back at the evolution of this
place we call home. We commemorate
the progress we have made. In 2024,
the Conyers-Rockdale Chamber of
Commerce reaches a remarkable
milestone anniversary - 70 years serving
the businesses and people of Conyers/
Rockdale County. And we remember the

People, Places, and Progress.

Arnne n/ef‘afaiy

Happy

Celebrating 70 Years of
People, Places, and Progress i

PEOPLE

We honor the many people who have been a part of our story - our visionary
founders, dedicated Chamber members and staff, resolute community leaders and

citizens — whose collective efforts have nurtured our growth and shaped our journey.

PLACES

The Chamber’s success story is intertwined with the places in our community
where we live, work, and play. From retail and manufacturing to entertainment and
eating establishments, from small mom and pop shops to corporate headquarters,
from education to recreation and more, these places connect us by fostering

meaningful relationships, lifelong friendships, and invaluable partnerships.

PROGRESS

Progress, growth, and innovation for this community and the people who live and/
or work here has been the driving force of our evolution these past 70 years. Embracing
change, adaptability, and forward-thinking strategies, we have continually sought
industry advancements, new technologies, networking opportunities, and leadership
development activities to remain relevant and resilient in an ever-evolving landscape.

For 70 years, the Conyers-Rockdale Chamber of Commerce has endeavored to
foster an exceptional quality of life in Conyers/Rockdale County. We will continue to

spotlight people, places, and progress as our legacy for future generations.

We are the Coryers-Rockonle

Chawntrer of Comumerce!



Let’s start

Chamber leadership attend the signing of the closing documents for the completion of the Warren-Sherer land purchase for the construction
of the Kysor Industrial Corporation’s Warren-Sherer Refrigeration Conyers Plant. Seated left to right are A.R. “Gus” Barksdale, Roger D. Jacobs,
and Joe Lefkoff. Standing left to right are Norman Smith, Bill Law, James Culpepper, Leonard Venable and Wash Falk, II1.

“Local Chamber of Commerce
D iSCllSSBd May 1 3 » read a headline on the

front page of the local newspaper, The Conyers News, on April
23, 1954. The article stated, “All Rockdale County Citizens are

requested to bear in mind that there will be a mass meeting
in the county courthouse on Thursday, May 13, at 8 p.m.,
to discuss the organization of a Conyers-Rockdale County

Chamber of Commerce””

Raymond Davis, Jr, hired in 1972 as the executive director of the
Conyers-Rockdale Chamber of Commerce, receives a congratulatory
handshake from Chamber president, A.R. “Gus” Barksdale.
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requested to bear in mind that

there will be a mass meeting in the
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county courthouse on Thursday,
May 13, at 8 p.m., to discuss the

organization of a Conyers-Rockdale

County Chamber of Commerce.”

Speaking earlier that week to the Lions Club, A.R. “Gus”
Barksdale was quoted in The Conyers News as saying, “The mass
meeting is for the purpose of forming a permanent organization.
Membership is open to all persons, business concerns,
associations, industrial plants, and others.” (As is membership in
the Chamber today.)

Three weeks later, more than 80 local citizens as well

as representatives from the Georgia and U.S. Chambers
Uniroyal Tires Conyers Plant circa 1960

of Commerce crowded into the courthouse to attend the

organizational meeting. “Practically every firm in the county COIIYEI‘S-ROde ale County
was represented including the City Council,” commented Jack Chamber of Commerce
Turner, one of the Chamber founders. The vision - the industrial Annual Dues Schedule - May 18, 1954
development of the area — was discussed, Jack Turner was elected Chairman of the Membership Committee:

Dr. Ralph Beasley

Memberships may be placed at the
Tuesday, May 18, 1954. Chamber headquarters, Beasley's Drug Store or
at C.E. Steele Hardware.

Individual members
$6 per year

President, and the first regular meeting was set for the following

Businesses with 1 to 3 full-time employees
$30 per year

Businesses with 4 to 8 full-time employees
$40 per year

Businesses with more than 8 full-time employees

Guests at the Conyers-Rockdale Chamber of Commerce meeting on $50 per year
May 13, 1971, listen to updates on Chamber accomplishments and goals.



At its inaugural business meeting, the newly formed
organization elected additional officers, named a Board of
Directors and committee chairs, established a dues structure,
and began the work of expanding industrial opportunities in
the area.

The additional officers were Charlie Rich, vice president,
and C.E. Steele, secretary/treasurer. The Board of Directors
included representatives from the four rural districts of the
county: Charlie Rich, Milstead; Ralph Richardson, Lorraine;
J.W. Smith, Sheffield; and W. J. Parr, Honey Creek. There were
also eight Conyers businessmen: Eli Walker, Harry Hutson,
James C. Mann, A. R. “Gus” Barksdale, Ralph Beasley, R.H.
Still, C.E. Steele, and H.E. Griggs.

In less than six months, Chamber membership was
approaching 135 businesses and individuals. The office of
the Mid-Georgia Gas Company, where Turner served as

Manager, was designated as the Chamber’s headquarters.

A.R. “Gus” Barksdale, President of the Conyers-Rockdale County
Chamber of Commerce, and Pat Shafer of Southern Bell announce
plans for a "good usage” clinic for area businesses.

Nearly 70 years later, the Conyers-Rockdale Chamber of
Commerce is still working to support industrial opportunities.

However, the Chamber has expanded its vision over the years

to focus on people and programs by being an advocate for a

pro-business community, developing networking opportunities,

supporting small business through special programs and

training sessions, and making connections with government

entities, non-profit groups, faith-based organizations, and

local citizens. The Chamber seeks to promote progress and

enhance the quality of life in this place we call home - Conyers/

Rockdale County.

Membership Roster

o WL. McCart o Smith Feed & Seed
+ Bentley Adams Company
o Vaughn & Barksdale o Freeman Brothers
+  Gailey Dry Goods + Hardeman Grocery
« Mid-Ga Gas Company « Bowen Grocery
+ Georgia Power Company +  Conyers Dry Cleaners
+ Economy Auto +  Conyers Coca-Cola
+ A.C. Young Appliance Company Company
+ §.C. Hornbuckle +  McMichael Service Station
+ Bennetts Store +  Conyers Theatre
+  Walker - Owens + C.N. Morrison
« DR Hall + Texas Motor Court
+ Ralph Cornwell (H.G. Jensen)
« WS, Hicks o+ Dewey Mitchell Garage
«  Conyers Motor Company o Parr’s Store
o E.T Hicks Jr. o« WJ. Parr
+ Pacific Overall Company o Clifford Lucas
+ Beasley Drug Company/ +  Gordan Puckett
R.D. Beasley o Bennetts Barbecue
Idus P. Piper Jr. «  Mark Norton
Hicks Still Coal & + G.D. Malcom
Lumber Company «  WH. Brisendine
+ Rockdale Cleaners +  Dr. George Israel
+ J.E. McClelland Garage + Rockdale Hardware
+  Dovie Hull Beauty Shop + Almond Variety Store
+  Lewis Kent + CR. Vaughn Sr.
+ Henson Furniture Company « TH. Barksdale
o+ Lewis Gardner o Martin Stores
«  Mrs. R.B. Elliott + Dean Cooper
+ Rev. Olif Barfield +  Hutson Manufacturing
o Jackson Jewelry Company (H.E. Hutson,
o A.M. Lucas Martin Hurst, W.R. Hutson,
o A.M. Bennett J.M. Brantley)
o Mrs. Fannie Freeman o Steel Hardware and
o VE. Harper Electric Company
+  Walker-Warren Drug Company ~ « C.E. Steele
o+ Bank of Rockdale + EdL. Cowan



Weic than 700 iy

First Chamber Members

The new Chamber of Commerce sparked excitement in the community. Within two months, the young Chamber

had more than 100 members - individuals and businesses alike. In a July 16, 1954, article in The Conyers News, Chamber President

Jack Turner is quoted as saying, “We are well pleased with the progress. ... We feel the response has been most gratifying”

A complete list of members (some of whom are still members today) was published on October 10, 1954. Below is the roster of

the original Chamber members as they were listed in the newspaper. In this issue, Turner said, “The committees are working every

day toward the development of Rockdale County” He continued to urge more citizens to get involved.

October 1954

Harry L. White

Funeral Home

Hal D. Austin

C.C. Walker

Ernest D. Holmes

Mann Funeral Home

The Handy Store (EV. Kent)
Fred Davis Motor Company
Ralph Richardson Store
W.A. Toney

Roy Maffet

Mack Pierce Garage

E.E. and Delmus Reagan Shop
E.W. Crowe

The Conyers News

Harold Reagin

Thacker Motor Company
William T. Dean

Carl Ray Store

Roy Richardson

Clyde Treadwell

Jack Perry

James C. Mann

Mann-Ray Gin

Farmers Union
Warehouse Company
Moody S. Nix

L.E McCalla

Blue Ribbon Inn

Gas Inc. - James R. Norton
Callaway Mills Company
Fred D. Carlisle

C.J. Hicks

G.M. Moody

PA. Tribble

HR Chriswell

W.A. Doyle

A.D. Aradwell

J.H. Bradford

N.W. Moore

Carl L. Butler

J.W. Smith

Buford Smith

R.H. Underwood
Tom Reeves

L.E. Pirkle
Randolph Leach
Lake Rockaway
L.C. Sanders Store
Mrs. E Underwood
Dr. H.E. Griggs
Mrs. H.E. Griggs
Dr. ].C. Brown

Dr. R. M. Martin
Dillard Barber Shop
Bob H. Elliott

John D. Humpbhries
Colonial Stores, Inc.
Satterfield Grocery
The Citizens Observer
LaZelle Florist
Nelley’s Shoe Shop
H.C. Eddleman, Jr.
H.H. Elliott

L.B. Veal

H.L. Chandley
James C. Miller Jr.
Conyers Automatic Wash
Jack Jennings

W.U. Bowen
Standard Oil Company
Sigman Furniture
Company

Ty DEAN COCPER
— : GROCERIES ~ MEATS

Dean Cooper's Grocery Store circa 1950

i R R e
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Then and now . . .
R.D. Beasley, Chamber
founding member and
treasurer and owner of
Beasley Drug Company,
and his granddaughter,
Ora Bailey, current owner
and Chamber member.



Decades of dependably supplying
the power you need to live your life,

day-in and ddy—_out!
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770.786.3484
www.ssemc.com
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LOOK TO

A COMMUNITY OF CARE. NORTHSIDE

HOSPITAL

GEORGIA'S TEAM OF CANCER INSTITUTE
CANCER EXPERTS. “BUILT TO BEAT CANCER

Our experts at Northside focus on customized treatment plans to deliver you the highest quality care for any
cancer type. As the largest cancer network in Georgia, with access to clinical trials and the latest technology, our
team is ready to lead the way for a healthier future. We are built to beat cancer-together.

Look to Northside at

CONGRATULATIONS

Conyers Rockdale
Chamber of Commerce Th¥nk yOtfor Jous diligent

leadership, dedicated service
and valuable contributions
to our community.

We are proud to be a part of this
steadfast organization.

YEARS CORNER MARKET EASTMORE

CornerMarketConyers.com EastmoreGA.com
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Swmall Town
B{'y Dreams

@ csmcffngl% _:;: Ll'l/l'ﬂy /l'fe " 1 95 000
ﬁ — Conyef'of/ Rockoale
County seemed easy.

A small town, families could enjoy a quiet lifestyle, while

still experiencing the more modern amenities of the big city
down the road. Small farms dotted the landscape, Callaway
Mills, Rockdale County’s largest business, was operating in

Milstead and employing many local citizens, and the City of

— S - Conyers, situated on the busy railroad, was thriving.
Above: Conyers Taxi Service, circa early 1950s

Below: Passenger rail service ran from Atlanta to Augusta from
1891 to 1972 stopping at the Conyers Depot.




Residents visited downtown Conyers for shopping at
primarily family-owned stores selling dry goods, hardware,
furniture, clothing, shoes, jewelry, and so much more. This
busy area included a movie theater, post office, two hotels, dry
cleaners, taxi service, and a variety of repair shops as well as
other services. Families were growing, and more were moving
into the area. Change in the form of growth and development
for Rockdale County was imminent.

Recognizing the need to make the anticipated progress
orderly, a visionary group of businessmen established the
Conyers-Rockdale Chamber of Commerce in 1954. Expanding
economic opportunities provided the incentive and many of
the Chamber’s original organizers had just experienced some
success with growing industry in Rockdale County, so the
timing was right. Prior to establishing the Chamber, about
15 to 20 local businessmen had raised money to build a new
plant to house the Pacific Overall Company that had outgrown
its original location. This success, combined with the area’s
proximity to Atlanta, access to the railroad, and a growing labor
force, likely propelled the Chamber’s early accomplishments.

The newly established Chamber board and, specifically,
the members of the Industrial Committee, led by A.R. “Gus”
Barksdale, immediately got to work. The first industry
secured by the Chamber was the Kaiser Aluminum Company

Warehouse, which broke ground on May 24, 1956. The

Mr. Gailey Summers stands in front of the popular Gailey’s Dry Goods
store, circa 1942. Gailey's opened its doors in Conyers in 1899 and was
sold in 1979,

members predicted that many more industries would choose
to locate in Conyers/Rockdale County - and they were right!
The Chamber’s executive team understood that to
entice new industry to the area, Conyers/Rockdale needed
an industrial park. Soon after beginning operations, the
Chamber purchased 28 acres to be used for industrial
expansion on the west side of town near Rockdale Industrial
Boulevard. The Pattillo Construction Company built the
industrial buildings. A group within the Chamber purchased
additional land between West Avenue and VFW Drive for

even more industrial expansion.

Leaders from
the Chamber,
Community,
and State
prepare to
break ground
on the first
new building
in the Pattillo
Industrial
Development
in Conyers/
Rockdale
County:.
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When executives
at Lithonia Lighting, a
manufacturer of lighting
fixtures, which began in the
neighboring city of Lithonia
in 1946, decided they wanted
a location for a new plant,
they first applied to a group
of Covington businessmen.
The company was unable,
however, to get the local
support necessary and were
consequently turned down. Forward-thinking members of
the Conyers-Rockdale Chamber of Commerce seized this
opportunity and contacted the company themselves.

On August 30, 1956, the Chamber launched a fund-
raising drive to finance a building for Lithonia Lighting.
Rockdale County citizens gave the Chamber their whole-
hearted support by purchasing subordinated debentures in
the amount of $500. The building, which cost approximately
$750,000, was completed in 1957 and remains operational in
Rockdale County.

The addition of Lithonia Lighting proved to be an

excellent investment for this community. Callaway Mills,

Above: Lithonia Lighting
workers constructing
lighting fixtures, circa 1959

Inset: Drafting table and machinery at Lithonia Lighting

Right: An employee at Evans Tool & Die demonstrates how to stamp
from a die-cutting machine. Evans relocated to Conyers/Rockdale
County from DeKalb County in 1978.

“The purpose of the new organization
(the Conyers-Rockdale County
Chamber of Commerce) is to invite
and encourage new industry to settle
in Rockdale County and to develop the
county from an industrial standpoint.”

The Conyers News
Friday, April 23, 1954

which employed around 900
people, closed in 1960. At least
one third of its employees
were citizens of Rockdale
County. Most of these out-
of-work employees were
absorbed by Lithonia Lighting,
relieving what could have
been an unemployment crisis.
Lithonia Lighting is today a
part of Acuity Brands, one of
the world’s leading providers
of lighting and building management solutions.

This event reinforced the significance of growing business
and industry in Conyers/Rockdale County. Within five years
of operation, the Chamber had successfully facilitated the
addition of six new industries into the area. The 1960s saw
even more growth with the opening of Interstate 20 and the
addition of at least 14 new industries, many of which remain
in our community today. For the next 30 years, industrial
and manufacturing growth in Conyers/Rockdale County
continued at a steady pace with the Chamber leading the
charge as more and more industries and manufacturers

discovered the unique attributes of Conyers/Rockdale County.
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Leaders gather for a groundbreaking ceremony at the Dinky (April 2019) welcoming Hargray Fiber (now Clearwave Fiber) to Conyers/Rockdale County:

With the new millennium on the horizon, the city and
county governments worked closely with the Chamber to
facilitate opportunities for economic development. They
recognized that as Georgia’s second smallest county in terms
of land mass, future industrial and commercial development
might be limited and present new challenges and opportunities.
Many conversations and strategic approaches to continue
economic success in our community were developed
and discussed. Finally in 2004, Chamber leadership, with
financial support from the City of Conyers, Rockdale County
Government, and the Development Authority of Rockdale
County, established the Conyers Rockdale Economic
Development Council (CREDC) as a separate entity dedicated
to promoting and enhancing economic development in all its
forms from industrial to commercial, institutional to retail,
residential to hospitality, and filmmaking to tourism.

CREDC continues to lead economic development
efforts with support from Rockdale County and the City of
Conyers in partnership with the Conyers-Rockdale Chamber
of Commerce and the Development Authority of Rockdale
County as well as the hospital, school system, local business

and industry, faith-based organizations, and non-profits. These

Right: Chamber 2022 Past Chair Darlene Hotchiss (far right), recognizes
Front Porch collaborators, from L to R, CREDC President & CEO Kevin
Hanna, Rockdale County Chairman Oz Nesbitt, City of Conyers Mayor
Vince Evans, Piedmont Rockdale CEO Blake Watts, and Rockdale County
Public Schools Superintendent Dr. Terry Oatts. Front Porch, organized by
the Chamber, brings local leaders together to meet collaboratively with
community members to maintain open communication.

partners recognize that collaboration is key to continued
economic prosperity in Conyers/Rockdale County. They are all
committed to maintaining a business-friendly environment for
the more than 2,000 businesses in Conyers/Rockdale County

while supporting an exceptional quality of life for all those who

live, work, and play in our community.

Above: Left to right: CREDC President & CEO Kevin Hanna, Rockdale
County (RC) Chairman Oz Nesbitt, US Congressman Hank Johnson, RC
Commissioner Sherry Washington, City of Conyers Mayor Vince Evans,
and RC Commissioner Dr. Doreen Williams celebrate upon receiving a
federal Workforce Development grant for Conyers/Rockdale County.
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Congratulations to Our Partners at the Conyers-Rockdale Chamber of Commerce
on 70 Years of Service to the Community. STRONGER TOGETHER!

936 Green Street SW, Conyers, GA 30012
678.509.0133 www.credcga.org

The Biggest Little Filming Community in Georgia

We have the locations for film & television productions

@ filmrockdale.com
p==g 770-653-8105 =

CONYERS ROCKDALE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

Economic development plays an important role in strengthening
communities, creating new jobs, supporting existing employers,
and promoting shared prosperity. Over the past two years,
leaders in Rockdale County and the City of Conyers have taken
active steps to chart a new vision and strategy for economic
development in the community. This effort seeks to build on the
strong economic development foundation in the community
and position Conyers/Rockdale for more success in future years.

TOYOINKGROUP

LioChem,Inc. was established in 1988 as a part of
Tokyo Ink Manufacturing Co., Ltd’s plan to manufacture
quality inks, plastic colorants and functional dispersions
around the world. Our mission is to manufacture

quality products and provide trustworthy service

safely and efficiently. The Conyers/Rockdale

area, through its superior infrastructure and quality
labor force, has been a major component to our success.

www.liochem.toyoink.com
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. ‘Rockdale County
: Public Schools =
RCPS e
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87.04%

RCPS achieved an ALL-TIME HIGH four-
year cohort graduation rate of 87.04% in
2023, topping the state!

Q) CTAE Guaduadion Rade 99.13%

RCPS achieved its highest ever CTAE graduation rate
- the percentage of students completing at least one
CTAE career pathway who graduate on-time career-
ready! RCPS offers more than 30 CTAE career
pathways and industry certifications such as
Heathcare, Manufacturing, Automotive, Culinary Arts,
Film, Early Childhood Education, Marketing and more.

Ly yton Spevially & Choie

RCPS focuses on expanded learning options for
students and families, specialized programs of
study based on interests and talents, and new
ways of learning through virtual opportunities.

‘ L bfmoww'wng fMW

Students can explore a wide variety of activities
and have a chance to shine through athletics, arts,
leadership opportunities, career-related activities,
JROTC, academic competitions, and much more.

* 22 schools (including
Magnet School & Career
Academy)

e 15,000+ students

o Low Teacher:Student Ratios

« International Accreditation

/4 /4
Viyion
All students will become
productive and thriving
members of our global

society who can advocate
for themselves and others.

To educate and empower
all students by meeting
their individual academic,
behaviora|, emotionct|, and
social needs.

17
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Recognizing that accessibility to
quality healthcare in the community
would benefit local citizens as well as
help attract new business, many of the
same forward-thinking leaders who
established the Chamber supported
local doctor Joseph C. Brown’s dream
of establishing a hospital in Conyers/
Rockdale County. The dream became
a reality in August 1954. Rockdale
Hospital, a 10-bed facility, opened with
great fanfare.

Local citizens, government
entities, civic organizations, Chamber
leaders, and the Callaway Foundation
were instrumental in providing
funding and other resources. Nearly
70 years later, Rockdale Hospital is
now Piedmont Rockdale, a state-of-
the-art facility dedicated to providing
high-quality healthcare to residents
throughout east Atlanta. With
more than 400 board-certified and
credentialed providers, the 161-bed,
acute-care hospital continues to
exceed expectations.

“The hospital, supported by
the Conyers-Rockdale Chamber
of Commerce since its inception,
has been an integral piece of the
community’s foundation,” commented
Deborah Armstrong, retired Rockdale
Medical Center CEO who served as
the 2015 Chamber Board Chair.

I Piedmont
: J ROCKDALE
Piedmont Hospital supports the
Chamber’s Leadership Rockdale (LR)
program helping to facilitate “Community
Wellness Day” and hosting the “Scrub
Top Tour” for class participants as well
as hosting other Chamber events and
activities such as the we3 program..
= Photo 1: Piedmont Rockdale Building A.
= Photo 2: LR Class of 2017 members
don “bunny suits” during the “Scrub Top
Tour” to step inside an operating room.
= Photo 3: We3 luncheon speakers Darci
Gilreath and Dr. Michelle Uzor are all
smiles after their presentations.
= Photo 4. Members of the LR Class of
2019 stand in front of the “life-flight”
helicopter at the hospital’s landing pad.

S
S
=
VU
e
a
)
-
(o
£
v
k.
Q
N
S
=
Q.
7))
O
T
Q
_g
L
U
o)
<

19




Neighbors helping neighbors.
Simply stated, Rockdale Emergency
Relief (RER) was founded by local
citizens, civic groups, and businesses
to provide financial assistance
to county residents who found
themselves in emergency situations.

Incorporated in September
1967, the agency was managed
for many years by the Conyers-
Rockdale Chamber of Commerce
and the United Fund (and eventually
became a member agency of the
Metropolitan Atlanta United Way).

Throughout the years, RER has
remained steadfast in its mission
to offer “a hand up, not a handout,”
as current RER Director Sandra
Jackson-Lett explains. “RER seeks
to help families regain stability by
addressing their urgent needs so
they can get back on the road to

self-sufficiency”

Rockdale Emergency Relief (RER)/
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= Top: RER volunteers collecting food donations

= Above: RER Board members JaNice VVan Ness and Peggy Lawrence
as well as RER Executive Director Sandra Jackson-Lett, receive a
donation from executives of Chamber member and community
partner, Clearwave Fiber.

= Bottom: A student from Davis Middle School (DMS), displays the
bow! he made to support RER. Students at DMS participate in an art
project called “Empty Bowls” that enhances students’ awareness of
food insecurities in the community. DMS Art Teacher Katy King and
her students then host a fundraising dinner for RER. Guests have the
opportunity to select an empty bowl to take with them as they leave.




Top left: RCPSF board members Arthur Mitchell (left) and Kysa

Daniels (right) present the 2018 RCPS Teacher of the Year, Carlos
Hernandez (center) with a check from RCPSF for S500.

Top right: RCPSF Board member J. Middlebrooks presents Aliyah
Johnson, HHS Senior Class of 2023, with one of four 51,000
Scholarships given by the Foundation.

Middle: The 2023 Collins Family Scholarship presented by Travis and
Rose Collins (left) to Angel Gomez and Kimberly Cortez, Rockdale
Magnet School for Science & Technology (RMSST) seniors Class of
2023, pictured with RMSST Director, Amanda Baskett.

Bottom: At the REACH Scholarship Signing in November 2022, from
left to right: RCPSF Board members Heather Duncan, Susan Paul
Smith, Robin Berry; REACH Scholarship Honorees, Oyinkansola
Omotoso, Brielle Burrow, and Patrick Fovie; RCPSF Board Member
Winston Neil and RCPS Superintendent Dr. Terry Oatts. RCPSF raises
funds to support REACH (Realizing Educational Achievement Can
Happen), a mentorship and scholarship program through REACH
Georgia.

Supporting high quality
education has always been a top
priority in Conyers/Rockdale
County. Since its inception, Chamber
members have worked closely with
the school system to support students,
teachers, programs, and projects.

In 1988, the Conyers-Rockdale
Chamber of Commerce and the
Rockdale County Board of Education,
recognizing that new funding sources
for educational activities needed to
be secured, established the Rockdale
County Public Schools Foundation
(RCPSF). These business-minded
leaders understood that tax dollars
alone could not support all the
educational opportunities necessary
to assure the students of Rockdale
County an excellent education.

Celebrating its 35th year in
2023, the Foundation continues to
advocate for public education and to
raise money through tax-deductible
contributions to support educational
programs and projects not covered in
the school system’s regular budget.

Governed by a volunteer Board,
the Foundation is a non-profit,
tax-exempt organization. With
the Chamber’s continued support
and leadership, RCPSF has funded
creative and educationally beneficial
activities through its classroom
grant program, provided teachers
with opportunities to participate in
continuing education, and awarded

scholarships to students.

o

ROCKDALE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

FOUNDATION
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While acting as Greeting Service Hostess for the Conyers-
o Rockdale Chamber of Commerce from 1976 to 1979, the late
Anne A. Waldrop visited over 2,500 families, spoke to many

newcomers, and realized the importance of making a good first

impression. She believed that people want to live and work in

Ission

a community that is litter-free and filled with blooming flora

Q 4
R\ND
p*\

and fauna. With support of the Chamber and other community

KEEP
CONYERS - ROCKDALE o .
CBecrect %‘, / leaders, she turned her passion into action.
L

TE7 AMERICA SEAUTIFUL AFFIUATE The Conyers-Rockdale Clean and Beautiful Commission
was formed and certified by Keep America Beautiful, Inc. in
November 1977, and two years later, Mrs. Waldrop became
its executive director. Her passion for making this community
more attractive is still evident today. When you enter
Rockdale County via I-20 East, you will notice a giant rock
emblazoned with the greeting, “Rockdale County Welcomes
You.”” She worked with the City of Conyers and the State
Department of Transportation and garnered

local fundraising support to complete

this project.
As you drive around Conyers
Rockdale County, you will notice, especially

during the summer months when their
vibrant red, pink, and white blossoms are
popping, that crepe myrtles richly dot the

landscape. Mrs. Waldrop’s favorite blooming shrub
was the crepe myrtle and in 1981 she started the Crepe
Myrtle Project in which she sought to make Rockdale County
the “Crepe Myrtle Capital of the World”

Currently operating as Keep Conyers-Rockdale Beautiful
(KCRB), the focus is on empowering all citizens to make
Conyers-Rockdale a cleaner, greener, more vital
community through continuing participation in

recycling drives and clean-up events.

Welcome
to
Conyers/
Rockdale
County:.

Keep Conyers-Rockdale Beautiful (KCRB)

Conyers-Rockdale Clean & Beautiful Comm




The Conyers-Rockdale Chamber of Commerce working with
Maxell Corporation and a host of volunteers launched the first
Cherry Blossom Festival in March 1982. The idea originated when
Maxell Corporation, which opened a facility here in 1980, donated
cherry trees to the City of Conyers as a way of expressing friendship
and sharing Japanese culture with the community. Wayne Ingle,
who served as Chamber Board Chair in 1985, recalls visiting Japan
early in the planning process “to view their cherry trees in bloom
and to partake in their local traditional celebrations. When we
originally launched the festival, the events focused on the : W
Japanese culture,” explained Ingle. ”‘

From a simple gesture of kindness more than 40 years
ago, the Conyers Cherry Blossom Festival has grown
to include thousands of participants from many diverse
cultures. Scheduled during the blossoming of the beautiful
Yoshino Cherry Trees each spring, the festival encourages cultural
understanding and friendship through international music, dance,
arts, crafts, food, games, and entertainment for all ages. Coordinated
by the City of Conyers with support from the community, and
held at the beautiful Georgia International Horse Park, the Cherry

Blossom Festival is a much-anticipated tradition.

Conyers Cherry Blossom Festival

Photos:
. Japanese art

& demonstrations
¥ presented during
an annual
Cherry Blossom
Festival.




1996 Summer Olympics — Equestrian Events

“The World Comes to Conyers,” read the bold
headline in The Rockdale Citizen on Thursday,
October 23, 1991. A photo below the headline
featured the smiling faces of dozens of exhilarated
people who had worked tirelessly to achieve the
lofty goal of bringing the 1996 Olympic Equestrian
Events to Conyers/Rockdale County. However,
without foresight and planning among leaders in

this community, including the Chamber, the story

might have had another ending.

Prior to Atlanta being named as the host for Members of the Conyers-Rockdale Equestrian Task Force
) ) i and supporters celebrating the announcement that the
the 1996 Centennial Olympic Games, the City City of Conyers had been selected as the site for the 1996
of Conyers had been considering options for Olympic Equestrian Events.

developing an equestrian center in north Rockdale.

When it was announced that Atlanta would host the 1996 Summer Games, the Atlanta Committee for
the Olympic Games (ACOG) stated that they would be developing facilities to host the equestrian events
at a site only 30 minutes from Conyers. City officials realized that holding these events at a site so close to
Conyers would render their plan impractical.

Optimism prevailed, however, when local leaders learned that the site originally slated to host
the equestrian events would not be hosting them after all; ACOG would be looking for another site!
Described as a dream-team, the Conyers-Rockdale Equestrian Task Force was formed including leaders
from the City of Conyers, Rockdale County, the Chamber, and the community at-large. This team rose to
the challenge and ultimately introduced Conyers/Rockdale County to the world.

The summer of 1996 was an exciting time for the entire community. More than 600,000 visitors
traveled in and around Conyers/Rockdale during the period of the Centennial Olympic Games. Residents,
tourists, Olympians and their families, and television audiences around the globe watched the equestrian
events, the first ever mountain bike competition, and the final two events of the modern pentathlon being
held at the Georgia International Horse Park (GIHP)!

The Olympic legacy continues . . . The Georgia International Horse Park,
open year-round, hosts events nearly every day of the year including
equestrian competitions, festivals, rodeos, and
corporate events. In addition, the Park includes a
173-acre nature preserve called the Big Haynes
Creek Nature Center offering a canoe launch,
observation pavilion overlooking the wetlands,
nature trails, and discover stations. With the
Arnold Palmer-designed Cherokee Run Golf

Club at the Park and "C(/
a hotel offering /ﬂf/ ﬂ 7
comfortable suites, 7, ,_/ (] \
the GIHP continues
to live up to its motto of }

“Groomed for Greatness” GEORGIA INTERNATIONAL

HORSE PARK"




Soon after the Centennial Olympic Games introduced
Conyers/Rockdale to the world, filmmakers started to
take notice as well. While the diversity of our community’s
landscape from water riverbanks to rocky terrain, pastoral hills
to city streets, and more may have initially attracted production
companies to Conyers/Rockdale, it is the friendly support from
community leaders, businesses, and government entities that
keeps them coming back.

While the Conyers Rockdale Economic Development
Council (CREDC) is the primary point of contact with the
movie/television industry, the Chamber promotes community
cooperation and coordination.

The City of Conyers Convention and Visitors Bureau
assures that guests to the area know all that Conyers/Rockdale
County has to offer. Financial incentives from the state
of Georgia along with an abundance of varied locations, a
dynamic and skilled workforce of film production specialists,
and a dedicated camera-ready film liaison to assist producers
and location managers with filming in our community have
made it possible for the film and television production industry
to grow and flourish.

Conyers/Rockdale County is known as the “Biggest Little
Filming Community in Georgia.” From blockbuster feature
films like “Fast and Furious” (Fast Five) and “Identity Thief ”
to small independent films like “Selma” and “Miracles from
Heaven” as well as successful major network television series
like “In the Heat of the Night,” “The Vampire Diaries,” “The
Originals” and “Legacies,” “Doom Patrol,” “The Resident,”

“MacGyver,” and series’ streaming on Netflix, “Stranger Things”

and “Ozark,” Hollywood appears to be at home in Conyers/
Rockdale County!

aebDC

CONYERS ROCKDALE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

Photos: Signage and production activity
from local film sets.

Tourism, TV & Filmmaking



Conyers/Rockdale Council for the Arts (CRCA)

CRCA The arts enrich
lives and unify
Conyers Rockdale

communities.
Council for the Arts

Chamber

leaders knew that expanding cultural opportunities and

understanding was necessary to support Conyers/Rockdale

County’s growth and development.

Under the leadership of Bill Pridgen, 1988 Chamber
Board Chair, a committee was formed to evaluate options
for bringing more arts activities to the area. The Conyers-
Rockdale Council for the Arts (CRCA) was formed as a result.

CRCA, established in 1989 as a 501(c)3 not-for-profit
organization, serves to connect neighbors, cultivate artistic
expression, and celebrate our community’s stories through the
power of creativity and the arts. “Arts and cultural activities are
essential to a thriving community,” explains Shelli Siebert,
CRCA Executive Director. “Cultural arts activities nurture
imagination, help us understand and connect with one-another,
and improve our sense of well-being.” Headquartered in Olde
Town Conyers, CRCA operates the Paula Vaughn Black Box

Theater and hosts many programs, events, and art camps.

= Banner Photo: “Greetings from Conyers” mural
depicting unique attributes and attractions throughout
the community was created by CRCA after receiving
a Vibrant Communities Grant by the Georgia Council
for the Arts. The mural is painted on a building
located adjacent to the Randal S. Mills Pavilion in
Olde Town Conyers.

= Top left and middle: Children ages 5 - 14 gather
year-after-year for the always exciting and creative
activities associated with the ArtSmart camps
sponsored by CRCA.

= Bottom: A young volunteer serves as a magician’s
assistant to the delight of his peers during a
Preschool Pops program.
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The Conyers-Rockdale Chamber of Commerce exists
to represent, serve, and support our members as we seek
to foster a safe community in which our businesses can
thrive. We have a rich history of working together to
build a place that we can all call home.

Since its inception, the Chamber of Commerce
has been pro-business encouraging entrepreneurship,
innovation, and advocacy. We have been pro-community,
recognizing that supporting diversity and inclusion
creates a dynamic quality of life.

Our collective strengths distinguish Conyers/Rockdale
County as a great place to live and work. We are leaders
who embrace change and challenge, understanding that
through courageous conversation, engaging dialogue, and
continuous learning, we will be better positioned to serve
our members and citizens.

We are deeply rooted in all aspects of Conyers/
Rockdale County. Over the years, we have supported and
facilitated all kinds of growth and development in our
community to meet the evolving needs of our businesses
and citizens. We remain commited to this goal and look
forward with excitement to the future as we seek to

discover, “What's Next?”
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\ x Je are here to help our families create a dignified

le'lCl mcaningful rcmembrance f‘DI' thcir ICIVCd ones

at a most difficult time in their life.

We commit to our families and their friends that they
will be handled with care through every service provided by
Scot Ward Funeral Services.

We Offer Preplanning That Fits Your Needs
Offering You the Most in Comfort and Convenience

- Large visitation rooms

« Reception hall for meals & gatherings

- Children’s room

- Large outdoor patio with fireplace

« Accessible for persons of all physical capabilities

- Traditional & cremation burials with flat bronze and upright monuments
- Interior and exterior mausoleum

- Glass front niches

- Affordable prices and payment options

- Private family estates

We commit to contribute back to the community through our Community
Contribution Program. Through this program, ten percent of the funeral
home and/or cemetery service charges will be contributed in memory of
their loved one to a church of the family’s choice or to the charities Scot
Ward Funeral Services supports.

699 American Legion Road | Conyers, GA 30012
P: (770) 483-7216 | F: (770) 483-7218 | www.scotward.com
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70 YEARS of Commitment, Growth, and
Collaboration to Local Businesses!!

CONGRATULATIONSI!!

Conyers-Rockdale Chamber of Commerce!!

PASSIONATE AND i %5

INTENTIONAL LAWNSCAPES
ABOUT SERVING
OUR COMMUNITY

Did you know we offer
these services?
* Landscape
ST e T e e g Design/Installation
h“cﬂ:—: Yl B Prayer Garden/Walk
Putting Greens
Debris Removal

COMMITM ENT . Water Fountains

AFETY
RUST
XCELLENCE
ISDOM
CCOUNTABILITY
ESPECT
ISCIPLINE
ERVICE

“All you need is grass...
we'll take care of the rest!”
www.procutterslawnscapes.com




JACK TURNER
1954-59

At its first organizational meeting
on May 13, 1954, Jack Turner, one of
the original organizers of the Conyers-
Rockdale Chamber of Commerce, was
named Board of Directors Chair (then
called President) of the newly formed
Chamber. Turner held that position until
1959. A.R. “Gus” Barksdale, also one of
the original Chamber founders, served as
Chair for 12 years from 1959 to 1971.

Sharing their vision and guiding the
Chamber for a total of 16 years, these
two leaders had a desire to help our
community grow and prosper. They were
strategic thinkers who shared their ideas,
gave of their resources, and encouraged
individual and business participation.

Throughout the 70-year history
of the Conyers-Rockdale Chamber
of Commerce, there have been 55
individuals to hold the title of Board
of Governors Chair (President). Every
person who has served in this capacity
has a goal to improve the quality of life
in Conyers/Rockdale County because
they have recognized the community’s
potential for growth and development.
“We truly had a sincere desire to serve
and grow our business community;” said

Ron Simpson, 1980 Chair.

Leading

JAMES CULPEPPER
1972

T.O. MORGAN
1975

HAROLD BREAZEALE
1979

EW. WALDROP R.L. MONTGOMERY
1973 1974

(’f

DR. WILLIAM A. WEAVER

LEONARD EPSTEIN
1977 1978

RON SIMPSON PAUL CHRISTENBURY
1980 1981

ED HOLCOMB
1982

30

RICK RAMSEY
1983 1984

LARRY MAULDIN



Our Chamber Chairs are Dedicated
to Moving this Community Forward

AR. “GUS” BARKSDALE
1959-71

Our Board Chairs have understood
that like-minded individuals and
businesses working together with
government entities, faith-based leaders,
civic/non-profit organizations, and others
can positively impact those who live and

WAYNE INGLE DAN L. HILL T.A. SCHMIDT work in Conyers/ Rockdale County,
1985 1986 1987

“The Chamber plays a vital role in our
growth and development, and in keeping
our local economy and quality of life at a
very high level,” commented Don Cannon,
2008 Chair. “I wanted to be a part of such
a worthwhile effort and to give back to my

community” Mo Talley, 2011 Board Chair

WILLIAII/; ;’?IDGEN ARCHIE;ROSE ROBERT I"gf'gl(\;[ADD OX shared that sentiment, “I became involved

in the Chamber to be a participant in the
community, not a spectator.’

Working with the staff, the board
chair oversees the programs and
activities of the Chamber. Dee Barnes,

2017 Chair, noted that the Chamber’s

programming “contributes greatly to
E.A. THOMAS, JR. SAMUEL E. WISHON MICHAEL P. JONES .

1991 1992 1993 the success of our community. Our
programs encourage working together
and building connections.”

Our board chairs believe in the work
of the Conyers-Rockdale Chamber of

Commerce to make our community

better for future generations.

JOHN T. ABBOTT KIM S. HUBBARD JOHN T. HIGGINBOTTOM
1994 1995 1996
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PAUL MILLS HERNDON ROBERT G. COSTON FRED VICK SUZANNE E. CHAPPELL GUY M. DABBS, I1I
1996 1996 1997 1998 1999

NELSON E. TOEBBE LARRY D. MILLER C. DEAN ALFORD CHRIS M. INGLE J. NELSON GETER
2000 2001 2002 2003 2004

Conyers-Rockdale County
Chamber of Commerce
Mission Statement

We strive to provide leadership and
be the catalyst for promoting
and maintaining a
pro-business environment,
and to continue enhancing the

quality of life for our community.

DANNY STONE BETTY STRAW BROWN MICHAEL C. HILLEBOE DON CANNON JOHN KELLEY
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
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BILL DANIEL MO TALLEY LORRAINE HARRISON THUA G. BARLAY T. PAT CAVANAUGH
2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

DEBORAH P. ARMSTRONG EARL WISE DEANE “DEE” BARNES TIM BAKER
2015 2016 2017 2018

4

FAYE PHILLIPS SCOT WARD DARLENE E. HOTCHKISS CRAIG W. JOHNSON STEVE BROMELL
2019 2020-21 2022 2023 2024
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of a 10 bed hospital, to a growing 161 bed Iocatl n
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What's in a

NAME?

Inspiration.
Motivation.
Validation.

A. R. “Gus"” Barksdale Lifetime Achievement Award
James P. Culpepper Volunteer of the Year Award
Jerry Barboe Small Business Person of the Year

Charles C. Walker Community Spirit Award

There are people who come and go in our lives. They leave an
indelible mark because of their unwavering commitment, outstanding
contributions, remarkable work ethic, enthusiasm, and vision. Their
influence changes us and makes us want to do better; be better.

To honor the enduring impact of these extraordinary individuals
and to recognize ongoing achievements over the years, the Chamber
established special awards that are presented yearly. These awards pay
tribute to those who have “paved the way” while acknowledging the
efforts of exceptional individuals who carry on the legacy and inspire
future generations.

The Chamber’s Annual Meeting is traditionally the time of year when
we pay tribute to those who have supported the Chamber and

this community.

Charlés C. Walker
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A.R. “GUS” BARKSDALE
lliellme Achievement Award

A.R. “Gus” Barksdale, known
as one of Rockdale County’s leading
citizens, was also one of the original
founders of the Conyers-Rockdale
Chamber of Commerce. A well-respected
businessman, Barksdale was known as
a devoted family man and dedicated
community servant. Notably, Barksdale
served as president of the Conyers-
Rockdale Chamber of Commerce from
1959 to 1971 and led early efforts to
attract industry to this then rural farming area. He was a member of the Rockdale
Hospital Authority and helped build the existing facility, Piedmont Rockdale, which is
located near the intersection of Milstead Avenue and Sigman Road.

An attorney by profession, he was involved in many civic and charitable causes
including Rockdale Cares and the Conyers Rotary Club (where he was a Charter
member, past president, and received its highest honor: the Paul Harris Fellow). He
was a champion of education and of individuals with developmental disabilities.

He recognized the value of every individual to be educated and supported efforts
to improve the quality of life for those in his community. The A.R. “Gus” Barksdale
Boys and Girls Club, built in 1977, was so named to honor his many contributions. His
friends knew him as a gentle man who did good works quietly. He often said that his
goal was to leave the community better than he found it.

In 1985, Barksdale was recognized as the first recipient of the Chamber’s
Distinguished Service Award. In 1987, the award was renamed the A.R. “Gus”
Barksdale Lifetime Achievement Award. Since then, the Chamber has presented
this award to an individual (or group) that has positively impacted the quality of life
in Conyers/Rockdale County. This award is a tribute to Barksdale’s legacy and the
Chamber’s sincere appreciation for the recipient’s vision, leadership, and compassion.

1987 - James P. Culpepper

1988 - Tom Hay

1989 - Judge Clarence Vaughn

1990 - Nancy Guinn Library

1991 - City of Conyers &
Rockdale County

1992 - Jack Turner

1993 - Ed Cowan

1995 - Julia Morgan

1996 - Matt Dixon

1997 - Healing Hands

1998 - Ron Simpson
1999 - Bill Rogers

2001 - Clarence “Bud” Sosebee
2002 - Tommy Morgan
2003 - Scott Foster
2004 - Norman Wheeler
2005 - Charles Walker
2006 - Joy Jones

2007 - Cleveland Stroud
2008 - Joanne Caldwell
20089 - Bill Hughey
2010 - Ed Conway

Lakeview Projects
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Left: 2014
Chamber Chair T.
Pat Cavanaugh,
2014 Award winner g
Rev. Al Sadlerand  {§
2013 Award Winner
Randy Mills

Top right: Judge
Nancy Bills, 2020 &

Award Winner, Judge David Irwin,

2021 Chamber Chair Scot Ward

Middle: 1998 Award Winner Ron Simpson
and 2011 Award Winner Ethel Boyle
Bottom: 2021 Award Winner Judge Garland
Moore with Chamber Member Moses Kabia

2011 - Ethel Boyle

2012 - Judge Sidney Nation
2013 - Mayor Randal S. Mills
2014 - Rev. Al Sadler

2015 - Allan Jones

2016 - Barbara Kilpatrick
2017 - Tommy Clack

2018 - Dave & Anita Smith
2019 - Albert A. Myers, Jr.
2020 - Judge David E. Irwin
2021 - Judge Garland C. Moore
2022 - Marty Jones




JAMES P, CULPEPPER
Volunteer of the Year Award

As the newly appointed president
of the C&S Bank of Rockdale County,
James P. Culpepper moved to the area
in the fall of 1961. He quickly became
involved with the business community
and specifically, volunteering with
the Conyers-Rockdale Chamber
of Commerce. As a banker, he was
instrumental in helping business and
the relatively new Chamber grow
and flourish.

Through his involvement with
the Chamber, he served to create a
supportive and welcoming environment
for the expanding business community.
Known for his integrity and being a wise
and compassionate Chamber volunteer
and leader, he had an easy manner and
ready smile. He served as the Chamber’s

Board Chair in 1972 following the nearly

Top right: 2020 Award Winner Brenda Landers

Middle: 2017 Award Winner Andrea Bowens-Jones with 2017 Board Chair Dee Barnes and
2015 Award Winner Scot Ward
Bottom left: 2016 Chamber Chair Earl Wise congratulates 2016 Award Winner Alan Sherrill.

12-year tenure of A.R. “Gus” Barksdale.
Culpepper also served as a member of the
Hospital Authority, Conyers Rotary Club,
and First Baptist Conyers. He even has a
road named for him - Culpepper Drive
off Parker Road!

The Conyers/Rockdale Chamber
of Commerce thrives because of the
dedication, commitment, and leadership
of its countless volunteers.

The James P. Culpepper Volunteer
of the Year Award is presented to
an individual who sees a need or
opportunity and takes the initiative to
make a positive impact. The recipient of
this award is generous with their time and
energy, demonstrates care and concern,
and recognizes that volunteerism is vital

to our success.
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2000 - Brian Howe
2001 - George Fertal
2002 - Larry Miller

2003 - Don Cannon

2004 - Susan Paul Smith

2005 - Tim Baker & Claire Cline
2006 - Scott Hartsell & Stan Williams
2007 - Tom Schmidt

2008 - Julian Harwell & Brian Howe
2009 - David Shipp

2010 - Joe Rhodes

2011 - Brandi Wells

2012 - Diane Adoma

2013 - Earl Wise

2014 - Marcie Howington

2015 - Scot Ward

2016 - Alan Sherrill

2017 - Andrea Bowens-Jones
2018 - Michael Hutcheson

2019 - Thomas Dean

2020 - Brenda Landers

2021 - Yvette Morton Williams
2022 - Steve Bromell




JERRY BARBOE
Small Business Person ol the Year

Successful small business owner and  included the Boys & Girls Club, the
dedicated civic leader, Jerome (Jerry) Conyers Rotary Club, Rockdale County
Barboe, was always ready to lend ahand ~ Vocational Advisory Council (a program
when you needed him. Those who knew  for local high schools), and Conyers

him said he was easy-going and friendly. ~ Presbyterian Church.

As owner of Citizens Office Following his death in December
Supply, he became an active member 1987, the Chamber established the Jerry
of the Conyers-Rockdale Chamber of Barboe Small Business Person of the Year
Commerce serving as a member of the Award. This award honors the legacy

Board of Governors and vice president of  of Barboe who represented the highest
1989 Chamber Chair Archer Rose presents
Lorraine (Goard) Harrison with the 1989
the membership and small business to the community. award. She was also the award recipient in
2009 for another business she owned.

membership services as well as chairing ideals of business integrity and dedication

committees. His community service

1987 - Ron Simpson, 2002 - JaNice Van Ness,
Ron Simpson Insurance Peachtree Academy

1988 - Maurice Oliver, 2005 - Mark Shurett,
M & L Electrical Contractors Shurett Dental Services

1989 - Lorraine (Goard) Harrison, 2006 - Susan Paul Smith,
Progressive Development SPS Communications

1990 - Mike Hutton, Hutton Chevrolet 2007 - Benny Atkins, National EMS
1991 - Wayne Jones, Sherwood Forest 2008 - Scot Ward,

Scot Ward Funeral Services
1992 - Wayne Kerr, Wayne Kerr DDS

1993 - Jessie (Walker) Brown,
HA-LO Branded Pro

1994 - Cheryl Muré,

20089 - Lorraine Harrison,
About Conyers Magazine

2010 - Rodger Rehorn,
Tri-Starr Investigations

2011 - David Shipp
Puritan Dry Cleaners

2012 - Elly Dalton, Edward Jones

Sylvan Learning Center
1995 - Jefferson Riley, THP Printing

1996 - Ed Cowan
Cowan Ace Hardware

1997 - Karen (Winstead) Ruetz, 2013 - Dee Barnes, Evans Tool & Die

TK Graphics 2014 - Thua G. Barlay,
Barlay Law Group, LLC

— R _ 1998 - Ronald Kent, Associated Paper
Top: 1987 Award Winner Ron Simpson stands in 1999 - Anita Smith, 2015 - J. Middlebrooks, E. Smith Box
the office of Chamber President Alan Long with Custom Engraving & Signs 2016 - Dotti Bala, Copy Central
Chamber Small Business Chair Lorraine Harrison.
2000 - Danny Lockhart, 2017 - Shawn Bromell,
Bottom: 2012 Award Winner Elly Dalton A Clean & Tidy Pro Cutters Lawnscapes

stands with Jerry Barboe’s wife, Jackie

Barboe, at the Annual Meeting. 2001 - Chris Ingle, 2018 - Paulette Simpson,

Ingle Courier Service High Priority Plumbing
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CHARLES C. WALKER When you look up the definition of

community spirit, you might see a photo

[ 4 o o
Comm““lty Splrll Awal'd of Charles C. Walker! He embodied
the meaning of community spirit: a

/7
SROCKDA

2002 - Wayne E. Kerr

2003 - Harriet Gattis

2004 - Bio-Lab

2005 - Lakeview Community
Project

2006 - National EMS

2007 - Scot Ward

2008 - Jeff Beech

20089 - First Baptist Conyers

2010 - Jim ‘N Nick's

2011 - Jean Yontz

2012 - Fred Hedrick

2013 - Macedonia Baptist Church

2014 - Chick-Fil-A Conyers

2015 - Claire Cline

2016 - Ruth Wilson

2017 - Muddessar Ahmad

2018 - JaNice Van Ness

2019 - Darlene Hotchkiss

2020 - Sheldon Landy

2021 - Springfield Baptist Church

2022 - Susan Paul Smith

&

RO

willingness and desire to participate in

( (CQNYERS .
'E ROCKD. ALE ROCKDM activities that promote a community.

2 Community spirit is about building
-

&7

;' : 4 GNY' goodwill, spreading kindness and cheer,
= E R - (RGCKD and creating a sense of belonging. Charles

CHAMBER OF (0

Walker loved Conyers/Rockdale County
and worked tirelessly on our behalf. For
20 years, from 1977 to 1997, he served as
Mayor of the City of Conyers.

Following his retirement from
politics, he dedicated his days as a
member of the Chamber staff for more
than ten years.

Known as a gentleman and a scholar,
he was an optimistic and quiet leader.
He is credited with building the tourism
industry in Conyers as well as fostering
the dream of bringing the Equestrian
events to the city for the 1996 Summer
Olympic Games. One of the facilities at
the Georgia International Horse Park
is named in his honor - the Charles C.
Walker Arena.

While the Chamber’s Community
Spirit Award was initiated in 2002
to show appreciation to those who
continually and passionately promote
this community and seek opportunities
to make it more livable, the name was
changed with the 2017 presentation to
honor the legacy of Charles C. Walker.

Top left: 2022 Chamber Chair Darlene Hotchkiss, 2021 Award Winner Pastor Eric Lee of
Springfield Baptist Church, and 2020 Award Winner Sheldon Landy, One Heart Ministries
Middle: 2016 Chamber Chair Earl Wise, 2016 Award Winner Ruth Wilson, and 2015 Award
Winner Claire Cline

Bottom left: 2018 Chamber Chair Tim Baker, 2018 Award Winner JaNice Van Ness, and
2017 Award Winner Muddessar Ahmad
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Great selection of fine jewelry
Watches * Jewelry
Neddaces & More! (Z;fku_z/ ers, 7?%»’!(!/(’/6. Ine.

R ’ Proudly celebrating 75 years serving
the Conyers/Rockdale Community!

= %me/m S

FRIENDLY HOMETOWN JEWELER SINCE 1949

868 N. MAIN ST. (IN OLDE TOWN) ¢ 770-483-4213 * CONYERS, GA 30012
Tuesday-Friday 10:00-5:00 Open Saturdays by Appointment

WSURA
= &

ETIENNE BUSINESS SOLUTIONS

Certified Public Accountants & Business Consultants

Est 199k

Complete Insurance Service since 1954.

The Tabb Insurance Agency is a firm comprised of
proven professionals, and caring, conscientious people;
the kind of people you can count on.

Since 1954, we have maintained a commitment to a
high standard of excellence. We seek to establish
an enduring relationship of mutual respect and trust
with each of our clients.

770-483-1800
2004 Eastview Parkway, #202 Conyers, GA 30013 www.tabbinsurance.com

678-400-2449 myebsolutions,com 2435 Wall Street Suite 102 Conyers..Ga 30013

David Etienne, CPA
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=9 Preschool -
High School

KUMON

To learn more,

schedule a FREE
orientation today!

practice makes
possibilities™

There is no shortcut to greatness. Mastery
of skills takes practice. Your student can
excel in math and reading ... with practice.

Tablet Study Available

Kumon Math and Reading Center of Conyers - South
2445 Salem Road Southeast Suite #211-K
Conyers, GA 30013

craigjohnson@ikumon.com

770.761.6334

©2023 Kumon North America, Inc. All rights reserved.

Everything’s here

Delta 4

Community

CREDIT UNION

For banking that's built around your success, look to

Delta Community Credit Union. We offer truly free checking,
great loan rates with easy applications, retirement planning,
an award-winning Mobile App, and most important —

real relationships with our members. To strengthen your

financial future, visit DeltaCommunityCU.com.

Home Loans | Car Loans | Mobile Banking | Savings | Credit Cards
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Laundry
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"Your #1 Stop For Gourmet Popcorn!"

Over 20+ Flavors to Choose From!

Party Favors Wholesale Gifts Fundraisers

www.poppinstop.com

© (678)607-0067 E"’ﬁ-"fTEl

© info@poppinstop.com L e

©) 1596 Dogwood DR SE #C, :’ g i 3

Conyers, GA 30013 R0
OBd Keep In Touch! |
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. it EMONASTERY
V1S e HOLY SPIRIT

A Community of Trappist Monks in Conyers, GA

\

1% 80

MONASTIC HERITAGE CENTER
Open Daily

HISTORIC MUSEUM

Interactive displays, exhibits and videos about the history, life and inspiration of the monks.

ABBEY STORE

Hand-crafted jewelry, monk-made fudge, biscotti, fruitcake, stained glass and
Georgia’s largest selection of religious books and DVDs.

Congratulations on 70 years of supporting business
in Conyers-Rockdale County.

MONASTERY of THe HOLY SPIRIT
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Advocating for Business and Community

Fred J. Boscarino

e If there were a Chamber of Commerce Executive Hall

LAl of Fame, Fred J. Boscarino would be featured as the ideal

Chamber leader! Loyal, creative, ethical, fair, honest, kind,
CONYERS

faithful, goal-oriented, small business advocate, and innovator
ERCE

( ERS
CONYERS

OF COMM
CHAMBER| OF COMMERCE CHAMBER

are just some of the words used to describe how he approaches

NTBER O F COMMERCE wor
c Chamber work and life in general.

C O P Having been in the Chamber business for nearly 42 years,
C NY%‘?_S %ee almost 21 years in Conyers/Rockdale County, Boscarino
CHAMBER

OMMERCE considers himself to be “street smart” in the Chamber world. His

- T . q
7 CHAMBER OF co
MMERCE (HAH

focus is simple: people. “Relationships are important. My job is

to be the voice for business and an advocate for the community””

(CONY;

/., S
40) NYE RY 4 EA.!IQ_% When Boscarino joined the Conyers-Rockdale Chamber
=y .
: F ,

t)(;[c%mm fard RCGET L of Commerce in July 2003, the board was looking for

someone to focus on traditional Chamber work. They
7
\4 l‘
w

MBEF

found the perfect candidate just 30 minutes down the road.
Boscarino was serving as executive director for the Madison-
Morgan County Chamber of Commerce before finding a
home in Conyers/Rockdale County.

Serving in Madison for just five years, he left an admirable
; track record of accomplishments. A salesman at heart,

{&\\ Boscarino is always thinking about how to enhance the value of
Chamber membership.

“I believe the successful Chamber must focus on its
members and be fiscally responsible with their investment,”
commented Boscarino. He is as good as his word.

His creativity and determination have made the Conyers-
Rockdale Chamber of Commerce financially sound while
increasing benefits and expanding programs and networking

opportunities for Chamber members.

e Chamber Chair 2023 Craig Johnson and Fred Boscarino at the
2022 Annual Meeting




Lorraine Harrison, Cal Rueping, and Pat Cavanaugh.

“The Board hired the right guy when they chose Fred,”
commented Marty Jones, former Conyers Rockdale Economic
Development Council (CREDC) Executive Director and
Conyers City Councilman, who worked closely with Boscarino
for nearly 20 years. “Fred is an idea man. He’s always looking
for prospects to benefit the Chamber and its members. He’s
tight as a tick when it comes to spending,” Jones adds, smiling,
“but he always finds a way to offer programs that help members
and the community”

A seasoned Chamber executive, Boscarino knows
programs come and go as needs and interests change. However,
a few of his ideas have been enduring. For example, the
Entrepreneurial Academy that helps aspiring entrepreneurs
learn from local experts about the ins and outs of starting
a business, is now in its 20th year. Member networking
opportunities such as Leads Groups and luncheons that began
soon after Boscarino arrived have evolved and continue to be
offered regularly.

The publication, “A Helpful Guide to Starting and Growing
a Business in Rockdale County;” developed by Boscarino

provides important resources to aspiring business owners.

The Conyers-Rockdale Chamber of Commerce was certified in 2011 as part of the inaugural class of
the Georgia Certified Chambers program. Pictured left to right: Fred Boscarino, Thua Barlay, Mo Talley,
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If there were a
Chamber of
Commerce Executive
Hall of Fame,
Fred J. Boscarino
would be featured
as the ideal
Chamber leader!

This commitment to small business and entrepreneurship

contributed to the Chamber being named in 2004 as one of
the first Entrepreneur-Friendly Communities by the Georgia
Department of Economic Development under Governor
Sonny Perdue.

In 2011, the Conyers-Rockdale Chamber of Commerce
received designation as a Georgia Certified Chamber. Modeled

after the U.S. Chamber’s

accreditation program,

this designation y

indicates the /", -
Chamber has met
rigorous standards
in organization,
service intent and
capacity, professional
administration,
financial management,

communications,

and advocacy.



Recognized by the Georgia Association of Chamber of
Commerce Executives (GACCE) as the Chamber Executive
of the Year in 2012, he is highly regarded in his field, by his
peers and by the countless small businesses he has bettered.
Boscarino began his career in 1981 working for Chambers in
Clearwater, St. Petersburg, Tallahassee, and West Palm Beach,
Florida, before relocating to Georgia.

He has served as a consultant with Chambers throughout
the U.S., authored articles and pamphlets sharing membership
strategies, and taught at the Chamber Institute for Organizational
Management. Boscarino has served on the Board of Directors
for GACCE, the Georgia Board of Regents for the U.S. Chamber
of Commerce, and the Board of Directors of the National
Association of Membership Development (NAMD).

“Fred is definitely Chamber smart,” says Craig Johnson,
2023 Chamber Board Chair. “Our Chamber has benefitted from
his expertise, commitment, and dedication. We maintained a
positive bottom line — even during the pandemic - because of
Freds fiscal acumen and financial savvy”

Good friend, mentor, and former boss, Peter
Woodham, calls Fred “Mr. Go To.” “When I was President
of the Clearwater Area Chamber in 1984, Fred served as
Membership Director. It wasn’t long before I realized he was
the one to “go to” to get anything done in our community or
to find out who to contact to make productive things happen.
Talking with leaders in Conyers over the years, I know that

Fred is the one they go to for productive programs and plans. I

am very proud to call him one of my best friends”

Yvette Morton-Williams,
2023 Board Member shared,
“I had the pleasure of meeting
Fred only four years ago when
I joined the Chamber. Since
that time, he has become a
dear friend. Fred is a special
man whose faith, palpable
success with his intentional
connecting of people, and
undying commitment to
our business community,
has served us well. It is no
wonder he was recognized
and honored as a Chamber
Executive of the Year and that
he continues to flourish after
40+ years in this industry. I am

honored to call him, and his

sweet wife Amy, dear friends.”

Boscarino and his wife Amy have been married for
nearly 40 years. His interests include reading, biking, painting
religious statues, and spending time at the Monastery of the
Holy Spirit when he needs time for reflection and renewal.
Brother Callistus, Monastery Operations Administrator, says,
“Fred has been a good friend of the Monastery helping us
to garner community support and elevate awareness of our
presence and place in Rockdale County”

When looking back on his long tenure in the Chamber
business, Boscarino says, “I truly believe my purpose has been
to help businesses prosper. My determination becomes stronger
when I see a business thriving” When asked what makes the
Conyers-Rockdale Chamber of Commerce so successful,
Boscarino quickly responds, “great staff and awesome
volunteers! I've had the privilege of working with the best”

Left: Brother Callistus, Monastery Operations Administrator, and

Boscarino walking around the Monastery of the Holy Spirit.
Above: Boscarino works on refurbishing and repainting religious statues.



Interested in Starting a Business?

Entrepreneurial Academy
Mate it #1 on Your To Do List

Anyone who “Attending the Entrepreneurial
has ever started Academy enabled me to gain
or tried to start more resources to keep my
a new business business moving forward. It
knows it can be was so beneficial!”
an overwhelming Over the past 20 years, the
task. How do you program has graduated more

get started? What than 700 participants.

resources do you The Entrepreneurial
5 need to have Academy and other Chamber

in place? Who efforts to provide an

o can help with environment to help small
financial planning, marketing, sales, etc. The myriad of “To business grow and locate here
Do’s” can make any hopeful new business owner dizzy. have contributed to Conyers/

For aspiring entrepreneurs in the Conyers/Rockdale Rockdale County being named

County area and beyond, there is help! The Entrepreneurial by Governor Sonny Perdue
Academy, created from the vision of Chamber President Fred in 2004 as an Entrepreneur-
Boscarino, engages seasoned entrepreneurs who share their Friendly community.

experiences regarding the positives and perils of owning your

own business. Left: E'Lure Salon & Spa Owner Charlotte Allen
) ) . . Above: Another Veggie Addict (AVA) Owner Kimberly Hoston
Since it began in 2004, the Chamber has been hosting the Below: Entrepreneurial Academy graduates, November 2023

Entrepreneurial Academy that provides a series of workshops
addressing topics such as getting started, managing your
business, marketing strategies, finances, promotion, sales, legal
issues, ethics, and time management. Offered twice a year, the
small class size makes for a comfortable setting in which to ask
questions and get answers.

E’lure Salon & Spa owner Charlotte Allen explained, “I
learned so much in this six-week program about what it takes
to run a business. I highly recommend this course if you are
thinking about getting into business for yourself.” Kimberly

Hoston, owner of AVA (Another Veggie Addict) Bistro added,

47



Banking that
moves you toward
what’s next.

Whatever you envision, we’re inspired to
help you get going. Let’s think beyond
tomorrow and discover what’s next. Let’s
see opportunities and seize them. Let’s
work together to make your vision real.
When you’re ready to go where potential
leads, we’ll help you get there.

Start your journey at synovus.com. get there

Synovus Bank, Member FDIC.

N COVINGTON FAMILY
“1.»CHIROPRACTIC

Chiropractic
Doula Services
Massage Therapy
Online Education
Pediatric Care
Prenatal + Postpartum
Neuropathy Treatment
Fertility Guidance

Insulated Tumblers

Book/ Bible Embossing Your Premier Awards &

Name Tags - Plaques  hecognition Specialist

Custom Whiskey & Champagne Glasses
Trophies - Awards

Signs - Banners - And More! Gut Health
Mention this AD to Workshops + Classes
) 3 " Ll 8 5 get $100 OFF your new Weiaht L
870 North Main St. | 4 patient exam! Birtilsz:oac(:\siig
Conyers, GA 30012 = O Lo -

770-761-3110

CustomerService@0ldeTownAwards.com ® 770-786-2818
www.0OldeTownAwards.com covingtonfamilychiropractic
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IT°’S A YEAR-ROUND CELEBRATION! CONGRATULATIONS, CONYERS-ROCKDALE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
ON 70 YEARS OF BUSINESS AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SUCCESS!
CONYERSGA.COM + VISITCONYERSGA.COM -+ 1-800-CONYERS

CITY OF

CONYERS

Make the Best Choice for
Your Success.

Our Vision

o
o

Rockdale Career
Academy

To develop well rounded, confident,
responsible, and accountable students who
aspire to achieve their full potential in College

Ensuring ALL Students Are College - or a Career Field.
and Career Ready. Ne R Our Misson

The mission of Rockdale Career Academy, an award-
winning technologically innovative learning
community, is to ensure students achieve academic,
social, and career success by providing a supportive
environment that identifies, encourages, and develops
each student's interests and abilities to prepare
tomorrow's workforce today.

s O O
® ®© ¢ ¢ ¢ o
® ®© ¢ ¢ o o o o

°
]
[ ]
[
®
©
®
L

17 Career Pathways
Dual Enrollment
Work-Based Learning

i, Rockdale County Scan me
&4 Public Schools
RCPS

A COLLEGE & CAREER ACADEMY
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Looking for your herd?
Join ours today.

s,

%‘@Lﬂyg{ Conyers

1536 Hwy 138 SE
Conyers, GA 30013
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PRATT INDUSTRIES

A sustainable packaging and solutions provider

Pratt is proud to be a part of the Conyers-Rockdale
community for more than 30 years.

Explore a career with your hometown employer that provides
packaging solutions for our community and beyond.

Careers.Prattindustries.com

100% Recycled Paper.
It's What We Do.

6 Million Cubic Yards 1.8 Million Tons
of landfill of CO,

| d li\' ‘?:. i~

Christie Phillips

Realtor

678.283.7249
christiephillips@kw.com

2012 Eastview Parkway
Building 3

Suite 100

Conyers, GA 30013

Each offfice is independently
owned and operated.

Cowan ACE Hardware
Open 7 Days a Week!

Two Convenient Locations

I cowan HARDWARE company 13

1056 Honey Creek Road « 770-760-0410
Congratulations on 70 years
of supporting business in Conyers-Rockdale County!




Leadership Rockdale Leaves You Wanting
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The Visionaries! Team Awesome! Team Unity!
The Most Epic! Legendary Class!
The Most Impactful! Best Class Ever!
Best Class Ever . . . Really!

Regardless of the class moniker, one thing is crystal F i r St Cl ass E ve r,
clear when you talk to graduates of the Leadership Rockdale ’
Inaugural Class of 1986
|

-

program . . . it changes you for the better!
“I was so impressed by the program when I participated,

I asked to be a facilitator,” Claire Cline, Class of 1996,

enthusiastically declared. “That was nearly 30 years ago. I'm still
volunteering because I continue to be amazed by the people
who participate. It’s incredible how relative strangers come
together as friends and colleagues throughout the course of

the program and then invest their time, energy, and knowledge
back into the community to promote positive growth.”

The Conyers-Rockdale Chamber of Commerce started
Leadership Rockdale in 1986. Randy Cardoza, Chamber
Executive Director at the time said, “We made the decision
to initiate Leadership Rockdale to help develop the skills and

knowledge of local business

Front row left to right: Kathy Garber, Kim Hubbard, Rhonda Hicks,
leaders as well as to expand Kathy O'Neill, Barbara Edwards, Barbara Bramblett, Marsha Rose,
Allan Jones. Middle row left to right: Wales Barksdale, David Irwin,
Sara Sanford, William Todd, Lorraine (Goard) Harrison, Mary Staples,
and community” Ellis Dunbar, John Nix. Back row left to right: Benny Clark, Bill
Pridgen, Paula Vaughn, Tony Lucas, Debbie Elder, John Fountain, Mac
Perkins, Wayne Baker.

volunteerism in the Chamber

Leadership Rockdale It worked!
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As a graduate of the inaugural Class of 1986 Wales
Barksdale explained, “Even though it has been more than
36 years, I still remember completing a lengthy application
to be considered for the program. Initially, representatives
from the University of Georgia Continuing Education Center
facilitated the program and it focused a lot on leadership
skills development.”

Over the years, the program has expanded its focus.
Leadership Rockdale provides a learning experience for current
and emerging leaders in '
Rockdale County.
Through a series of
day-long sessions over
the course of seven
months, participants
learn about and develop
an understanding of the
promises and challenges

facing Conyers/

Rockdale County.
Topics such as community development, education, local

and state government,

business and industry,

community wellness,

and volunteerism are

addressed through

lectures, tours, panel

_ discussions, and

- 4 \ / informal Q&A sessions.

Top left: Graduating during the height of the Covid-19 pandemic,
Shawn Bromell poses “safely” with the cutout “likeness” versions

of the LR Facilitators, Susan Paul Smith, Claire Cline, Scot Ward,

and Katy Zahradnik.

Middle left: Auvronette Gilbeaux assists Cindy Rehorn with “gearing
up” for the LR Class of 2017 Scrub Top Tour at the hospital.

Bottom: Charlie Gasner and Santana Flanigan, LR Class of 2019, get
tips on flying airplanes from students in the aerospace program at
Conyers Middle School.

Top right: Cooking healthy was on the agenda for the LR Class of
2023 during their Community Wellness session. Pictured L-R are John
Taylor, Elia Espuet, and Shaun Jackson.

Bottom right: LR 2018 Classmates, Venus Arthur, Kevin Taffe and
MarylLou Snow, ham it up for the skit competition during the
opening retreat.
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A Leader Among Leaders

Over the years, many Chamber volunteers have stepped up to help facilitate

Leadership Rockdale. However, Claire Cline, affectionately known as “Mama Bear” by
class participants, deserves special recognition. For almost 30 years, her unwavering
dedication, support, wisdom, caring, and enthusiasm have been the gold standard by
which the program operates.

A tradition unique to Leadership Rockdale, classmates pose in silly hats for the
annual program directory. A fun icebreaker, Claire initiated this activity at orientation
allowing participants to laugh and let their guard down as they are getting to know

one another. It’s always fun to reflect on an individual’s hat selections.

Thank You, Mama Bear!

Bottom: LR Class of 2012 pose in the infamous hats at the conclusion of the retreat.
Top right: LR Class of 1998 and LR Program Facilitator Tim Baker poses with “pumpkin head”
alongside LR Facilitator Claire Cline.

Bottom right: LR Class of 2010 Beverly Johnson participates in a team building exercise.







' One of the most compelling aspects of
::’ Leadership Rockdale in recent years has
B B © 4 FE C T

been the annual Legacy Project.

Legacy Projects

2015
Updated play area and
grounds for Head Start

Early Learning Center

2016
Beautification of the entrance
to the Walk of Heroes Georgia
Veterans War Memorial Park

2017
Improvements to Phoenix Pass
after-school study room, office,

and recreation area

2018
Installed a rock garden and
upgraded the front porch sitting
area at Magnolia Hospice

2019
Designed and created the
Unity Garden and built seating
for CASA outdoor visiting area

2020
Commissioned a mural in
Olde Town Conyers and installed
bike racks throughout the city

ployy.
Renovated Elks Aidmore
recreation room for the residents

ployXx
Decorated and furnished a
calm-down room at Sims
Elementary School and
established a %2 mile walking
track at Piedmont Rockdale




The idea for creating a Leadership Rockdale class project was
sparked initially by the Class of 2011. Class members thought to
use their new collective knowledge to make a positive impact on
the community. They researched ideas and decided to initiate an
effort that was called Hands Across Rockdale (HAR) to celebrate
the spirit of volunteerism through a day of community service
across Conyers/Rockdale County. Whether it was light painting,
spreading mulch, helping abandoned dogs and cats find a home, or
even creating an outdoor classroom space, people from all over the
community came together as neighbors helping neighbors.

Eventually Hands Across Rockdale was absorbed by other
community groups who kept it going until 2018. However,
the Leadership Rockdale participants were still interested in
completing a class project, so the Leadership Rockdale Legacy
Project began with the Class of 2015. There is no typical project.
Each class identifies what they want to accomplish, develops a
plan, raises necessary funds, and implements the project. The
one requirement is that all class members must participate in the
Legacy Project.

Each year, the concept for the Legacy Project is introduced
to the class at the opening Retreat. Year after year, the reaction is
the same — wide-eyed wonder and optimism mixed with a little
fear and trepidation. Yet, in the end, every class completing a
Legacy Project concurs that the effort was worthwhile. “Every class
that has participated in a Legacy Project seems to build stronger
connections and have a growing desire to impact our community
for good,” added Michael Hutcheson, Leadership Rockdale
Planning Team and Class of 2010.

Graduates each year remark that working together on the
Legacy Project and having something to look back on after it's over
is one of the most meaningful activities in which they have ever
participated. There is pride in accomplishment and joy in knowing
they have left a positive mark on the community. As Rebeca
Gibbons, Class of 2020, said, “It's amazing how a small group of
dedicated people, even during a pandemic as was the case for our

class, can make such a big impact in our community”’




Reach millions of
r e millions

potential clients with our
Take Your digital & static billboard

busi ness to network!
new heights!

Looking for Landowners!
We can provide passive
income for your
commercial property
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o= oitooion  Contact us today!
BROTHERS 678-806-3473

Info@KeenanMediaLLC.com
www.KeenanMedialLLC.com

PEACHTREE
ACADEMY
PRIVATE CHRISTIAN PRE K - 12TH sO much more than a banl(.

é’ WE AR E At Georgia United Credit Union, we have been helping -+
Georgia families succeed for over 60 years. As a® ioi
/{ PEACHTR E E not-for-profit financial institution, our focus has always % %

PURSUING EXCELLENCE WITH HONOR been our members and the communities Wesergie »

“'\.Q‘ y
@ JOIN US AND ENJOY: it ;
COLLEGE ENGAGING e Competitive rates and lower fees F
=N PREPARATORY EDUCATORS * Convenient online access to your account
- ¢ Personal attention and service L L
& [ . ¢ Local access to our Conyers branch o
DEVELOPMENT | CLASS SIZE:15
Membership is available to alkresidents of
Rockdale and Newton County:
- - visit or call 888.493.4328.
- MORE INFORMATION @
i 770-860-8900

GEORGIAUNITED®
VISIT OUR WEBSITE CREDIT UNION

www.PeachtreeAcademy.com

@ Insured by NCUA




Creating Floral Harmonies
& Lasting Memories

Weddings Corporate

Events Decor & Setup

Every Design Handcrafted

470-474-1503
www.sweetpsalmsflorist.com
Conyers, GA

Over 45 years of

Professional Service to
our Patients & Comunity

An Exceptional
Dental Experience

. Cosmetic Dentistry
- Porcelain Veneers
- Periodontics

- Dental Cleaning

- Dentures

- Fillings

- Endodontics

- Implants

- Bridges

- Crowns

- Whitening

- Sedation Dentistry

Call us today to schedule
an appointment!

Dr. Jean Chien
Dr. Aubrey F. Hedrick, Il
1807 Overlake Drive, Suite A
Conyers, GA 30013

770.922.3131

HedrickFamilyDentistry.com
M-Th: 7:30am - 5:30am

F: 7:30am - 1:30pm

Conyers Tire Company
FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR CENTER

Oil Changes « Maintenance « Alignments
Balancing « Brakes

588 Sigman Road, NE Conyers, GA 30013

770-483-6633

conyerstire.co

Monday - Friday 8AM-5:30PM

(Cood
amncel Your Familly
We Are Here To Help.

(l'egallRrotectionlis

e

YourBUSiness

HAVE YOU EVER:
v Needed a will prepared or updated
v Worried about being a victim of identity theft
v/ Signed a contract
v Do you own a business
v Worried about entering personal information online

For More Information,
Please Contact Your Independent Associate

Willie Washington ‘7 LegalShield
www.williewashington.net .
706.951.4238 Q) IDshield
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~ A Place to Call Home _

When you've been around for 70 years, you might need to move from time-to-time =

to accommodate your expanding family. Likewise, the Chamber has enjoyed a few
“homes” over its lifetime.

Currently located at 936 Green Street, the Chamber purchased its current
headquarters in 2012 and moved in during the spring of 2013. Lorraine Harrison,
2012 Chamber Board Chair, said she considered the acquisition of the building to be
a great accomplishment for the Chamber. “Having a dedicated meeting space enables
the Chamber to better serve its members by hosting educational classes, networking

activities, and board and committee discussions at a central location.” Top Photo: The Conyers-Rockdale Chamber
of Commerce Building 936 Green Street.
Above: Chamber Staff Member Charles

(CREDC) was able to expand into the Chamber’s new building. Thua G. Barlay, Walker shows Ed Cowan around the new
« Chamber Offices during the reception
2013 Chamber Board Chair, added, “This space provides the Chamber and CREDC celebrating the opening of the new

headquarters buiding in April 2013.

With the Chamber, the Conyers Rockdale Economic Development Council

staff ample working space and much-needed privacy for confidential meetings with
prospects and members”

The Chamber and CREDC share the top floor of the two-story, 8,000 square foot facility while tenants lease space on the
bottom floor. Board member and 2011 Chamber Board Chair Mo Talley, who headed the Chamber committee that led the
purchase effort, said the new location “is an asset to the Olde Town business district and specifically the Chamber, CREDC,
Rockdale County, and City of Conyers”

The Chamber was first housed in the Mid-Georgia Gas Company, which was eventually bought by Atlanta Gas Light, and
located on West Avenue. On September 23, 1971, a groundbreaking ceremony was held for a new office building for the Conyers-
Rockdale Chamber of Commerce at 1200 West Avenue near Interstate 20.

In the early-1980s, the Chamber relocated to a small wood-frame house on Scott Street in front of what is currently the City of
Conyers Police Headquarters. Around 1986, the City of Conyers built a 2,000 square foot brick building on Scott Street next to the
Fire Station and adjacent to where Conyers City Hall was located at the time to house the Chamber offices. This building served as

the Chamber’s headquarters for nearly 26 years until acquiring its current facility.
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Our Chamber Volunteers Are

Like the granite that rests beneath the red clay topsoil that covers the county,
volunteers have served as the rock-solid foundation for the Conyers-Rockdale
Chamber of Commerce since its inception. The leaders who recognized the need for
and then organized the Chamber were volunteers. The board members who have
governed the Chamber these past 70 years are volunteers. The men and women who
have served and are serving on councils, committees, programs, events, and other
activities are volunteers. Literally every aspect of Chamber work is supplied and
sustained with the energy, expertise, and enthusiasm of countless volunteers.

Supported by a team of talented and dedicated staff, volunteers are essential to
the Chamber’s mission and program of work. Established to be the voice for business
and promote economic growth and development, Chamber members and volunteers
understand that the quality of life in a community has a direct impact on economic
vitality. The like-minded individuals who support the Chamber through volunteerism
recognize that there is unity in the community when they work together to achieve
a common goal. Over the years, Chamber volunteers have identified needs and
developed solutions to benefit the citizens of Conyers/Rockdale County. They have
contributed countless hours of service to improve the well-being of this community
and its citizens.

Whatever the role — Ambassador, Board Member, Committee Chair, Committee
Member, Program Facilitator, Leads Group - volunteers are the backbone of the

Chamber. The service they provide moves the Chamber and our community forward.

Thank you to all who have served as a Conyers-Rockdale
Chamber of Commerce Volunteer. We appreciate you.
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ROCK SOLID

Above right: We3 Volunteers Joy Douglass
and Frances Oglesby

Middle right: Leadership Rockdale Facilitators
Scot Ward, Katy Zahradnik, Claire Cline, Jason
Redmond, Susan Paul Smith, and 2024
Chamber Chair Steve Bromell

Bottom right: Chamber Ambassador Co-
Chairs Bridget Benito and Jason Bryant

Left: 2015 We3 Volunteer Team

Middle: 2019 Chamber Chair Faye Phillips
Right: Chamber Ambassadors Faith Bratlie
and Jason Witcher at the 2020

Annual Meeting
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Chambers of commerce exist all over the world. By definition, a chamber of commerce is an association or
network of business people designed to promote and protect the interests of its members. In other words - Members
First! To remain viable, chambers must provide members with a sound return on their investment. The Conyers-
Rockdale Chamber of Commerce has been supporting S e 7, A TR
its members - and the community at large - for 70 years. '. b T
To be relevant for so long, the Chamber has had to adapt
to the ever-changing needs of its members.

“Chamber programs and events offer relevant
information for businesses, provide excellent networking
opportunities, and encourage members to get involved
in the community;” explains Faye Phillips, 2019 Board
Chair. Over the years, programs and activities have come
and gone as the interests and needs of members and the
community have evolved; however,
some of the more enduring membership
initiatives include the Annual Meeting,

Monthly Network Luncheon, Leads
Groups, Business Expos, and Ribbon-
Cutting Ceremonies.

Ribbon cutting and ground-
breaking ceremonies have been
synonymous with chambers of
commerce since they began. From
the earliest days of the Conyers-

Rockdale Chamber of Commerce,
these activities have symbolized new
beginnings and a brighter future
filled with possibilities. They honor
the people who have the vision and
energy to bring business and industry
to our community and establish a
place for commerce, growth, and

development. Shovels festooned

with bows and a billowing ribbon Top: Congressman James A. Mackay cuts the ribbon to officially open the C&D
Battery Plant in Conyers on October 20, 1965.

Middle: City, County, and Chamber leaders join executives from Eastmore, a
be cut with giant scissors, signify that mixed-use development, for a groundbreaking ceremony on March 22, 2017,
Bottom: Chamber Ambassadors support Thomas Williams Management at a
ribbon cutting ceremony on October 18, 2022.

stretched across a doorway ready to

progress is proceeding.
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One of the greatest benefits of Chamber membership
is having the opportunity to meet businesspeople from
a variety of industries who share a common desire
to be successful and help the community thrive. To
promote connections and enhance business visibility,
the Chamber has offered networking opportunities
throughout its 70-year history.

From coffee in the morning to cocktails in the
evening, there have been occasions for conversation
and collaboration. The Chamber’s monthly Network

Luncheon has been a regular feature for more than

Top: Amber Jacobs with Poppin’ Stop showcases her
delicious popcorn treats at a we3 luncheon event.

Middle: Sylvia Cohen-Phillips poses with a student intern at
her booth during the 2023 Business Expo.

Bottom: Chamber members Veronica Rhodes, Sherry Snipes,
Latoya Ferguson, Donna Jackson, and Shaun Jackson enjoy
networking at the 2023 Chamber Annual Meeting.

25 years because

attendees find it

to be a valuable

resource for

their business

development. Small

group gatherings in

the form of Jump

Start Your Morning

events, Leads

Groups, Morning Motivators, Empower Hour,
or Biscuits & Benefits offer information sharing
and networking.

A time-honored tradition, the Chamber’s Annual
Meeting provides the ideal platform to celebrate the
accomplishments of individuals or groups within
the Chamber. Recapping the previous year by
acknowledging successes achieved, recognizing the hard
work and commitment of its members and staff, and

honoring exceptional performance among volunteers

provides another excellent networking opportunity.

While the Annual Meeting in recent years has been
held at the Georgia International Horse Park (GIHP) as
a lunch event, at other times in years past, it was held as
an informal, picnic-style gathering. Regardless of the
format, the Annual Meeting features the passing of the
gavel signifying a change in leadership and setting of
annual goals.

Establishing a new business plan each year
keeps the Chamber viable to serve its members and
community. In addition to focusing on membership
development and expanding business and industry
in Conyers/Rockdale County, the Chamber has been

active in legislative affairs and educational efforts.




The Chamber monitors laws and regulations
impacting business, meets regularly with local
legislators, and represents the business perspective in
conversations with the City of Conyers and Rockdale
County governments.

The Chamber works closely with Rockdale

County Public Schools as the quality of education in a

community is a key factor when a business or industry

is seeking to locate or expand in a community.

Promoting educational partnerships by marketing
the RCPSpartner.com website enables Chamber
members to support classroom needs and learn about
various opportunities to get involved with the schools.
The Chamber supports the goals of the Rockdale
Career Academy and Rockdale County Public Schools
Foundation by having representation on their respective
boards. Since 2011, the school system has presented the
Education Partner of the Year award at the Chamber’s
Annual Meeting.

The impact and influence of women in business
continues to grow. Seeking to engage, educate and
empower women in Conyers/Rockdale County, the
Chamber started the “we3 program” in 2017.

Initially established as a single conference, we3 has
grown to be a series of events and activities. With wide
ranging topics and event days, times, and venues, the
we3 program meets the varying needs of women in
business. A highlight of the we3 program is the annual
Woman of the Year recognition honoring a remarkable
woman who makes a significant impact in the lives of
other women.

Top: Muddessar Ahmad (center) receives the 2022 Education Partner of the Year Award from (L-R) Board of Education
members Heather Duncan and Pam Brown, Superintendent Dr. Terry Oatts and 2022 Chamber Chair Darlene Hotchkiss.
Middle: Woman of the Year recipients (L-R) Susan Paul Smith (2019), Peggy Lawrence (2021), Yvette Morton Williams (2022),
Auvronette Gilbeaux (2023), Lorraine Harrison (2018) and Jean (Yontz) Sprague (2017).

Bottom: We3 Volunteers (L-R): Michelle Kim, Dawn Wells, Dee Barnes, Arleisha Little, Faye Phillips, Jana Hise, Cheryl Young,
Rosemarie Nowicki and Quadri Caldwell.
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Whether you win or lose, everyone has a great time at the Chamber’s Annual Golf Tournament.
This much anticipated event is always a sell-out.

Income-producing programs that also provide from the stable income earned. Clays for Commerce,
outstanding networking opportunities while enjoying started in 2017, grows more popular each year.
the great outdoors include the Annual Chamber Whether networking with other Chamber
Invitational Golf Tournament and Clays for Commerce =~ members or team building, this competitive event
Trap Shoot. supports Chamber programming. From programs
Golf enthusiasts have made the golf tournament a to people, membership in the Conyers-Rockdale
much-anticipated annual event since 1990. Chamber of Commerce continues to provide its

For more than 30 years, the Chamber has benefitted members with great benefits.

I've been a member of the Chamber
for six years. I plan on continuing
my membership for as long as

I'm in business. I love the way

my community of small business
owners come together of one accord
to provide the community with
valuable resources. I also love the
way the Chamber provides us with
resources to make sure that we are
successful as entrepreneurs.

Sherry Snipes,
Event Designs by Sherry

2017 Chamber Chair Dee Barnes and 2022 Lifetime Achievement
Award Winner Marty Jones enjoy a beautiful day outdoors at the
Chamber's Annual Clays for Commerce Trap Shoot.
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Sreystone

‘ OB/GYN

Leaders in Robotic Surgery... and lots of babies!

Dr. Evan Monson e Dr.TimotyCowthorn e Dr. Benetta Duhart
Dr. Niharika Saini ¢ Dr.Brandi Wood e Dr.Megan Craig e Dr.Michelle Uzor

OBSTETRICAL SERVICES: HORMONE REPLACEMENT SURGICAL SERVICES:

« NORMAL & HIGH RISK PREGNANCY THERAPY: bioe * MINIMALLY INVASIVE SURGERY
* 3D & 4D ULTRASOUND « BIOIDENTICAL HORMONE PELLETS *DA VINCI ROBOTIC SURGERY

* BOARD-CERTIFIED MIDWIVES GYNECOLOGY SERVICES: * LAPAROSCOPIC HYSTERECTOMY

* ON-CALL 24/7 IN HOSPITAL « ADULT & PEDIATRIC GYNECOLOGY
- IN OFFICE PROCEDURES

GreystoneOBGYN.com « 770-860-1133
3240 Avalon Blvd, Conyers GA 30013 « 4167 Hospital Dr NE, Covington GA 30014

|[NEWTON | M, N,

meopa

Ny, 1" et
) ’fllring Naturally Since 198 Find a Retailer

FDA-Registered Near You
Est# 1051203

Manufactured in Conyers, GA
in a Class 100,000 Cleanrocom

OVER 100 OTC NATURAL EASY-TO-USE REMEDIES

or herbal interactions « Certified organic, non-GMQO, lactose-free,
or physical addiction gluten-free alcohol and pellets
+ Formulas for adults, kids & pets

newtonlabs.net E-Iz Order From
0 u ® @ [j m v ;1' Us Directly

evaluated by the FDA and have not been evaluated for scientific-medical evidence
& Not Deen reviewed or evaluated by the FDA.
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ROCKIYN i Tockdale!

4 New Townhome Communities

YR
FHA FIXED
ROCKLYN RATE

NOW SELLIN

e 10 ST0K v crosing costs

Single Family Homes & Townhomes
from the Low to High $300s

*See Community Sales Manager for details. Offers valid only on Inventory Homes and is subjet to change. Introducing
the Rocklyn Rate! Don’t miss out on this opportunity to enjoy BIG savings. Secure your Rocklyn Home at an interest
rate as low as 5.75%* / APR 6.672% FHA 30 Year Fixed with Bank South Mortgage! This is limited time offer
and restrictions do apply*. So, “Get In the Game” now with Bank South Mortgage and Rocklyn Homes today!
Information is believed accurate but not warranted and is subject to change or withdrawal without prior notice. #112823

. HAWTHORNE STATION NOW SELLING - SALES CENTER OPEN!

Single Family Homes from the Mid $300’s
College Park| 404.855.1785 | HawthorneStation@RocklynHomes.com

RENAISSANCE AT SOUTH PARK PHASEV COMING SPRING 2024!
Townhomes from the Mid $300’s
Fairburn | 678.760.3637 | Renaissance@RocklynHomes.com

BEVERLY HEIGHTS NOW SELLING!

Townhomes from the Low $300’s
Lithonia | 470.646.2413 | BeverlyHeights@RocklynHomes.com

WATERFORD AT BRIARCLIFF NOW SELLING! ‘LUXURY
Luxury Homes from $1.3 - $1.5 Million
Atlanta | Waterford@RocklynHomes.com

. MARTIN SPRINGS COMING SOON!

Townhomes & Single Family Homes from the Mid $300’s
Lawrenceville | RocklynHomes.com

AVALON COMING SOON!

Townhomes & Single Family Homes from the Low to Mid $300’s
Conyers | RocklynHomes.com

iUByYy~oeo @%
TO RE
Gis *.f.’gﬂ:;*

INF FORMATION T

pomf 7S
realty
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nnnnnnnnnnn

EXCLUSIVE HOMEBUILDER
OF THE ATLANTA FALCONS

7. SHOALS CROSSING NOW SELLING!
Townhomes from the Low to Mid $300’s
Conyers | 678.607.6091 | ShoalsCrossing@RocklynHomes.com

8. OLD SALEM CROSSING NOW SELLING!
Townhomes from the Low to Mid $300’s
Conyers | 470.207.4456 | OldSalem@RocklynHomes.com

9. RIVERSIDE NOW SELLING!
Townhomes from the Low to Mid $300’s
Conyers | 678.374.9432 | Riverside@RocklynHomes.com

ROCKLYN HOMES

S

The Most Important Home We'll Build Is Yours

RocklynHomes.com/Conyers
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Class-A mdustrlal space for lease: 498,144 SF
(770) 761-5852 o vy__ww.ashleycapltal.com

CONYERS FAMILY
CHIROPRACTIC CENTER

MEETING YOUR FAMILY'S CHIROPRACTIC
& MASSAGE NEEDS SINCE 1999
I o 1

Inspiring clients to maximize sales
productivity and improve their
mental health by courageously

pursuing their Limitless Potential

LIMITLESS

i My Limitless Growth, LLC

mylimitlessgrowth.com
Derrick Grissom, CEQ
Author, Sales Coach
678-

derrick@mylimi

Protecting
Hard Working
People

(&1
BOOKS TAXES & MOR

MAKING YOUR BUSINESS
MORE PROFITABLE!

Steve Perry
Call for a FREE Consultation!
678.717.9818

JASON BRYANT
State Farm Agency

& StateFarm-

1910 Highway 20 SE, Suite 200
Conyers, GA 30013
678-374-4793

jbryantinsurance.com
jason@jbryantinsurance.com.

BEST CHOICE FOR LUMBER

AND SO MUCH MORE!
W LUMBER
snceisas C O M P A N Y

Serving Metro Atlanta
and beyond since 1946!

« Extensive product lines

« Knowledgeable Staff
« Fast and Dependable Delivery

« Custom Cut Lumber

+Hard to get items
1515 Old Covington Rd. NE
Conyers, GA 30013

770-483-8022 . StillLumber.com
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"Faith it, till
you make it!"

Faith Bratlie
813-397-8750

Helping your families,
seniors and small

businesses with their

benefit packages

faith@faithinsurancesolutions.com

faithinsurancesolutions.com

CHEERS TO THE CHAMBER!

Custom Food & Beverage Packaging
1455 GA-138, Conyers, GA 30013
(770) 483-9556

reimagined

(470) 548-7237
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The Rockdale County Board of Commissioners enthusiastically extends
congratulations to the Conyers-Rockdale Chamber of Commerce on
70 years of serving the community, providing leadership, promoting

and maintaining a pro-business environment, and enhancing the
quality of'life for our community.



One of Rockdale County’s most prestigious and award-winning office
environments, Summit Grove Office Park is located in Conyers, right off
1-20 and only ten minutes from 1-285. Conveniently accessible with little to
no traffic congestion, you’ll experience unparalleled quality and service.

An exceptional corporate setting, Summit
Grove Office Park is beautifully landscaped
on the outside and technologically
advanced on the inside. Create your very
own customizable office space from 1,000
up to 40,000 square feet in one of our five
impressive, state-of-the-art buildings. You'll
enjoy first-class amenities like:

« Full-service leases
 Flexible floor plans & upgraded interiors

* Premium Internet bandwidth
infrastructure

« Elevator access
* Abundant on-site parking

FUTURE

EXPANSION

For leasing information & to learn more
Call 404.408.9207 or Visit www.summitgrove.com





